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Agricultural Extension Needs of Cashew Nut Farmers in Thapla District
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the personal , economic and social factors of
farmers who grew cashew nut in Thapla District, Uttaradit Province. (2) the cashew nut production
practiced for quality and standard. (3) the cashew nut production knowledge (4) the farmers’ need for
agricultural extension (5) problems and suggestions of cashew nut farmers.

Populations used for this research were 3,036 farmers who grew cashew nut in Thapla
District, Uttaradit Province. The study was done by sampling 354 farmers with simple random
sampling. Data collected by structured interview and analyzed with statistic computer program;
frequency, percentage, minimum, maximum, mean and standard deviation.

The result showed that (1) the farmers who grew cashew nut was female. They were 53.67
years old on average and most farmers were graduated formal education. They were also wage
labourers. They had average income 14,525.92 bath per year. They had areas were 6.74 rais on
average. 51.0 % planted native species of cashew nut. They sold cashew nut goods to cashew nut
processing group in them village. 43.1% had co-operative member. The cashew nut information also
received from neighbor and practice experience. (2) The cashew nut farmers had practiced for good
quality and standard in middle level. (3) The farmers had cashew nut farming knowledge in middle
level. (4) The cashew nut farmers need for agricultural extension in highly level, Issues that farmers
need most was the selection. Guide is used to promote and the practice is a way to promote. The
supported after the training was the marketing. (5) The farmers had problem to produce at a high level
by cashew farmers most problem issues was the shortage of water resources in agriculture.

Keywords: Needs, Agricultural Extension, Cashew Nut, Thapla District, Uttaradit Province
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